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4 ALBERT EMBANKMENT 
LONDON SE1 7SR 

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611 Fax: +44 (0)20 7587 3210 

Circular Letter No.4231/Add.10 
21 August 2020 

To: All IMO Members 
Intergovernmental organizations 
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status 

Subject: Communication from the Government of the Republic of Italy 

The Government of the Republic of Italy has sent the attached communications, 
dated 18 August 2020, with the request that they be circulated by the Organization.     

*** 



 



Ministry of Infrastructure and 
Transport 

Italian Coast Guard Headquarters 
Safety of Navigation and  

Maritime Security Department 

HE Mr. Kitack Lim
Secretary General of

International Maritime Organization 

Subject: Measures to Address Covid-19. 

Dear Secretary-General Lim,
Unprecedented and unexpected developments brought about by the rapid spread of
coronavirus (COVID-19) has had a major impact on the health of the world’s 
population.
The restrictions imposed to contain the pandemic, including travel bans, quarantine
and the cancellation of courses, may, under certain circumstances, constitute a
situation of force majeure in which it becomes materially impossible to allow the
continued training of seafarers, to revalidate certificates and to issue endorsements
attesting recognition of certificates in compliance with Regulation 1.3 of the MLC,
2006, and the relevant provisions of the STCW Convention.
In this context the competent authority - taking a pragmatic and practical approach and
in order to provide the Italian consular representations of EU/EFTA countries a more
extended time margin to finalize and issue the endorsement - allows seafarers to
serve for a period not exceeding six months - instead of three months as required by
Ch. I - Regulation I/10 point 5 - on board a ship entitled to fly its flag while holding an
appropriate and valid certificate issued and endorsed as required by another party.
Furthermore, considering that IMO and ILO - respectively with Circular Letter No.
4204/Add.5 -Rev.1 and the information note on maritime labor issues and coronavirus
(COVID-19) - encourage port state control authorities to take a pragmatic and practical
approach in relation to certificate and endorsement extensions, the attached statement
has been issued asking port state control officers and port authorities to accept the
extended period of the documentary proof and method to submit the application.
We would like to ask the Secretariat to kindly disseminate the above information to all
member states of the IMO.
Your valuable attention to this matter would be very much appreciated.
The Italian Coast Guard takes this opportunity to renew the assurances of its highest
consideration. 

The General Commander 
Vice Admiral (ITCG) Giovanni PETTORINO 

e-signed

Rome, 18 August 2020  
 (p.o.c. Rear Admiral UH (ITCG) Luigi GIARDINO 

e-mail: segreteria.reparto6@mit.gov.it)

Firmato digitalmente da
GIOVANNI PETTORINO
CN = PETTORINO GIOVANNI
O = Ministero delle Infrastrutture e dei Trasporti
C = IT
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6
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Ministry of Infrastructures and 
Transport 

  

Italian Coast Guard Headquarters 
Safety of Navigation and  

Maritime Security Department 

 HE Mr. Kitack Lim 
Secretary General of 

International Maritime Organization  

   

 
 

Subject: Measures to Address Covid-19. 

Dear Secretary-General Lim, 

Unprecedented and unexpected developments brought about by the rapid spread of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) has had a major impact on the health of the world’s 
population. It has also heavily affected maritime traffic and the processes of verifying 
and certifying ships. 

In particular, ships are in many cases no longer in the position to be surveyed on-site 
and the Italian Coast Guard Headquarters is therefore granting the extension of the 
statutory certification in application of the relevant conventions. 

Once the period of grace elapses, the on-site survey procedures are followed, but if 
this is not possible, a remote survey/inspection/audit is carried out. 

In this regard, the Italian Coast Guard Headquarters has issued the attached circular 
letter containing detailed instructions and the relevant technical principles to be applied 
- exclusively in the emergency period - by recognized organizations, flag state 
inspectors and ISM companies. 

We would like to ask the Secretariat to kindly disseminate the above-mentioned 
Circular to all Member States of the IMO. 

Your valuable attention to this matter would be very much appreciated. 

The Italian Coast Guard takes this opportunity to renew the assurances of its highest 
consideration. 

The General Commander 
Vice Admiral (ITCG) Giovanni PETTORINO 

e-signed 

Rome, 18 August  2020 
(p.o.c. Rear Admiral UH (ITCG) Luigi GIARDINO  

e-mail: segreteria.reparto6@mit.gov.it) 

 

Firmato digitalmente da
GIOVANNI PETTORINO
CN = PETTORINO GIOVANNI
O = Ministero delle Infrastrutture e dei Trasporti
C = IT

M_INF.CGCCP.REGISTRO UFFICIALE.U.0091134.20-08-2020.h.10:08
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ct_eqîh_òe_{|}~�}��~��{�����~��~|�{}~���{�{��{��|{��~}����~��~��������~{�~|��~}�{��}~���bc̀ �̀_̀ex_òe_h]kgh_odiikau_jkm]ka_
m]̂_hl̀ĝ_̀o_m]̂_���_p̀ f̂x_dh_êyqkêf_ct_m]̂_sdadûŝ am_hthm̂sw_
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